Program helps student attend camp for filmmakers

his sumimer, one Bishop

MeCaort student won't

spend his summer watch-
ing blockbusters, but learning
how to make them.

Chad King, who will be a
Junior at Bishop McCort and is
an aspiring filmmaker, will
attend the Institute for Film-
makers, a four-day summer

camp held on the Penn State
CRMPUS.

The camp covers the basic
processes and technigques of
filmmaking - from the writing
process to the production and
editing stages - and requires
students to complete a short

video project by the week's end.

King said that although he

has always dremmed of becom-
ing a filmmaker, opporiunities
to learn about the field previ-
ously have been unavailable to
him.

“I vead some things (about
filmmaking) on my own and
talked with some people on the
Internet,” he said. “But 1
haven't done anything profes-

sional, just some family videos,”

King said that he was excited
to learn about Penn State’s film
camp, but the eost of the camp
wis an early setback.

“I am the oldest of four chil-
dren, and weall go to Catholic
schoal, 50 saving money isnt
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always easy,” he said. “In order
to help my parents pay for the
campy, | {started] saving money.”
King's financial worries were
enzed when he learned abaut

The Challenge Program Inc., a
nanprofit arganization that
provides finanecial incentives for
students in the areas of best
grade point average, academic
improvement, community ser-
viee and attendance,

Because he was carrying a
tough academic course load of
honors-level classes at the time,
King set his sights on winning
the Best GPA award.

“The Challenge Program gave
mie something to strive for
throughout the year,” he said.

“To get high grades, you have
to have a hardworking attitude
and push yourself,”

King's commitment to
school paid off in a big way
when he was awarded the Best
GPA-Sophomore Award at
Bishop McCort's awards
assembly in May.

"Receiving a :j‘lur.:k from (the)
pragram was exciting,” he said.
“I went with my mom that
very day to deposit it, and T was

able to register for the camp.”

King said that, for him, film
camp is an opportunity to set his
professional dreams in motion.

"1 have so many questions

“I'm looking
forward to finally
getting my hands
on some
professional
cquipment and
meeting kids with
the same interests
as me.” :
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that I hope will get answered
there,” he said. “I'm looking for-
ward to finally getting my
hands on some professional
equipment and meeting kids
with the same interests as me”

Tthe Cleerllerge Program, fne
prariners wilh fusinesses fo pro-
wide financial incentives fo Righ
sefoal students. Bishop
MeCorts cverrely are finded By
Crrpenter Financtal Services
and The Catanese Group.



